
 The fourth season of TinCaps baseball at downtown Parkview Field brought 
many successes and milestones for the ballclub. For just the second time in franchise 
history, the team made an appearance in the Midwest League Championship series. In-
cluding the team’s playoff games, a record 408,044 fans came through the gates in 
2012.Yeison Asencio, who was not with the team to begin the season, won the first ever 
Midwest League batting championship in the 20-year history of the franchise, as he 
hit .323 and took the crown on the final day of the regular season. The team also had two 
stellar pitchers, Matt Stites and Adys Portillo, who now hold the franchise-low ERA marks 
for relievers and starters, respectively. Although the team did not clinch its second Mid-
west League title, the season was one to remember. 
 April, as it tends to be in the Midwest, was chilly. With an average low tempera-
ture of 39 degrees, Fort Wayne’s bats struggled to warm up in the first month of the sea-
son. The team hit .250 and began the year with a 10-15 mark. Catcher Austin Hedges, 
heralded as one of the best defensive catchers in Minor League Baseball, proved to be a 

spark on the offensive end, hitting a grand slam on the 
fifth day of the season and finishing the month with 
a .319 average and 10 RBI. The team, however, was 8.5 
games out of first place, and by the end of May they 
found themselves 14.5 games back of first-place Lans-
ing, and the playoffs seemingly out of reach. The first half 
ended on the road in Bowling Green, Kentucky, as the 
team was not only swept in a series for the first time all 
year, but also was on a five-game losing streak, going 31
-39 in the first half. 

 By that point it started to become clear who the stars of the team would be. Jace 
Peterson, the shortstop who had aspirations of an NFL career during college, was hit-
ting .277, was third in the league in stolen bases, and was named to the All-Star team, 
along with Hedges and pitchers Adys Portillo and Frank Garces. Those four, along with 
the rest of the Eastern Division, put on a show at the All-Star game at Kane Couny, help-
ing the East to a record-setting 18-1 win, with Portillo being named the winning pitcher. It 
marked quite a turnaround for a pitcher who just a season before had gone 3-11 with a 
7.11 ERA. 
 The TinCaps got off to a hot start in the second half, winning five of the first 
seven games after the break. Kyle Gaedele, an outfielder who hit just .200 in 65 first-half 
games, had his bat come to life in the second half. The former Valparaiso Crusader had a 
walk-off hit against Lansing on June 27th and hit two home runs on July 25th. He went on 
to hit .314 with 20 doubles and 35 RBI in 64 second-half games, providing support at the 
bottom of Manager Jose Valentin’s lineup. The team, with a newfound offensive burst was 

in first place for 22 of the first 47 days of the second 
half. 
Fort Wayne earned a playoff spot, its eighth in 10 years 
and 12th overall, with a 7-0 win over West Michigan on 
August 31st, just three days before the end of the regu-
lar season. Asencio battled Lansing’s Kevin Pillar down 
to the final day of the regular season to take the batting 
title. The TinCaps never dropped lower than third in the 
second-half standings. In the opening round of the 
playoffs, Valentin’s squad defeated first-half champion 

Lansing, two games to none. In the Eastern Division Championship series, the TinCaps 
went to a third and decisive game against the Lake County Captains, eventually earning a 
trip to the championship series. 
 The showdown against the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers began on the road, with 
Wisconsin taking game one on a walk-off wild pitch in the bottom of the 10th inning. Game 
two went to Fort Wayne, which limited the Timber Rattlers to just two hits, and sent the 
series back to Parkview Field, tied 1-1. The Timber Rattlers took the next two games, 
winning the Midwest League title in Fort Wayne.  
 Following the season, Valentin was rewarded by Baseball America, being 
named the Low-A Manager of the year. Stites, the team’s closer, was named the Low-A 
All Star relief pitcher, after posting a 0.74 ERA, striking out 60 and walking just three bat-
ters in 48 2/3 innings of work. Portillo, just 20 years old, earned a late-season promotion 
to Double-A San Antonio of the Texas League, after putting together a 6-6 record and a 
stellar 1.87 ERA during his 18 starts with Fort Wayne.  
 Glimpses of the future for both the TinCaps and the Padres were evident on the 
second-half roster, which featured 2012 draft picks Travis Jankowski (supplemental), Jer-
emy Baltz (2nd), and Leo, Indiana, native Brandon Alger (26th).   

408, 044 

FANS SET 

RECORD 

ATTENDANCE 

YEISON ASENCIO 

WINS 

MWL BATTING  

TITLE 

MIDWEST 

LEAGUE EASTERN 

DIVISION  

CHAMPIONS 

JOSE VALENTIN 

NAMED 

LOW-A  

MANAGER OF THE 

YEAR 

2012 SEASON IN REVIEW 


